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The International Union for Conservation of Nature

• Founded in 1948 and is now the world’s 
largest and most diverse environmental 
network in the world.

• IUCN played a fundamental role in the 
creation and implementation of key 
international environmental conventions.



3

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE



4

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE

IUCN European Regional office

• The Brussels office has a key function in connecting 
the work of IUCN with the EU institutions and the 
main stakeholders in the European context. 

• The IUCN European office has been fostering 
debates with a wide range of stakeholders, making 
diversity and inclusivity the driving principle of our 
efforts. 

• Currently divided in four team: policy, biodiversity 
conservation, nature-based solutions, and EU 
overseas
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IUCN’s vision

A just world that values 
and conserves nature
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© Azote for Stockholm Resilience Centre

The UN Sustainable Development Goals
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2.8 C69% 90%
Average decline in 

species populations 
since 1970 (WWF)

Projected temperature 
rise by the end of the 

century (UNEP)

Projected % of all soils 
are set to be degraded 

by 2050 (FAO)

The State of the Environment
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Strategies to halt biodiversity loss

• In 2010, governments agreed on a set of 20 targets 
(Aichi Targets) to be achieved by 2020 to halt 
biodiversity loss: none of them were met.

• The European targets set by the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy to 2020 were also not met. 

• Nevertheless, there was progress in certain areas

© UN CBD
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Why should we care?
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Biodiversity is the pillar of life
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The business case for biodiversity

• Half of global GDP depends on nature: Businesses are more 
dependent on nature than previously thought, with 
approximately $44 trillion of economic value generation 
moderately or highly dependent on nature.

• Five of the top ten risks for businesses identified by the 2022 
Global Risks Report of the World Economic Forum are related 
to nature.

• In Trentino, for example, nature is a core asset for the tourism 
sector. Imagine how different the economy would be without 
the Dolomites or without the Garda Lake. 
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“Investment into nature restoration adds €8 to €38 in 
economic value for every €1 spent”
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What are the European 
Union strategies?



15

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE

Biodiversity is rising in the policy agenda

• Biodiversity loss is achieving the same level of interest, public
awareness and political relevance as climate change.

• The European Commission is leading by example with the
release of the EU Green Deal.

o It tackles the green transition in a holistic manner by introducing
several policies and legislative initiatives

• The EU is also a key player in the global negotiations under the
UN Convention on Biological Diversity.
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The European Green Deal

© European Commission
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The EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030

© European Commission
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The EU Nature Restoration Law

• The overall target is to establish restoration measures that should cover
at least 20% of the EU’s land and sea areas by 2030, and ultimately all
ecosystems in need of restoration by 2050.

• Specific ecosystem addressed include: wetlands, forests, grasslands,
river and lakes, heath & scrub, rocky habitats and dunes, urban
ecosystems, agricultural ecosystem, marine ecosystems, and
pollinators.

• Member States are required to develop National Restoration Plans.
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What is IUCN doing?
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© IUCN, IISD
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What can you do for nature?
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How can you help ensuring a sustainable 
future for all?

• Even though we need transformational change, keep in mind
that individual actions matter.

• Integrate biodiversity considerations in your business model

• Raise awareness about the environmental crisis

• Engage in policy processes and make your voice heard. All
international strategies will be translated at the national and
local level.



Thank you for your attention!


